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VOICES OF HOPE

Hello HopeSprings,

During Advent Central Presbyterian’s pastors preached a sermon series on the
Christmas story. One Sunday John Schmidt, the Senior Pastor at Central, focused
on the story found in Luke 2:1-7 of Mary and Joseph’s journey to Bethlehem to
register for Caesar’s census. Out of this passage John shared something that
struck me.

John pointed out that if we look at this story from the world’s perspective, our
attention would be focused on the “newsmakers of the day”—the powerhouses of
Caesar and Rome. We would focus on the census and the impact it would have on
thousands of lives. In this big, noisy world our attention tends to be drawn to the
noisiest things, but as this story demonstrates God is often found in the seemingly
small, insignificant moments of life—small things like the miracle of Jesus’ birth.
I find this especially meaningful when I think of our faithful volunteers. Each
month, I get a report outlining the countless hours of quiet, faith filled service
many of you are contributing to bring hope and healing to those impacted by this
devastating HIV illness. Each month, I am again brought to my knees as I thank
God for each of your loving, compassionate hearts. Each of you are those easily
missed quiet whispers of God, often missed in this bustling world of ours, but like
the birth of Jesus, you are the real story—the story that matters amidst all the noise
around us.

I know I say it over and over again, but only because it is so true. You are
amazing. It is an absolute honor, and a blessing, to serve with each and every one
of you. Thank you, again...

Love and Blessings,
Amy

Volume 3, Issue 3/11

SPECIAL POINTS:
> 1"HS 9B&'( ) $+"
C()8

"HURE(()*+,-.!
1,0#%,12-3) 4-0FH!678!

9.4(1;<H5>1¢,
|

"S((&H, 04%, ASBYH
C$+46786 $>1EE0&!
‘R

"# 98" " (§ *+B- . /0*$1"230%- '$$H/6$
Engagement, Grace Fellowship

Sandy Boucher
Central Presbyterian

Phyllis DeSmit, Missions Coordinator
Central Presbyterian Church

Jim Gibbs, Missions Director
Grace Fellowship

Harriet Kapilikisha, Program Facilitator
JACQUES Initiative

Jim McClure, Exec. Dir. Of Ministry
Support, Central Presbyterian

Darren Parker
Central Presbyterian

John Schmidt, Sr. Pastor
Central Presbyterian

Derek Spencer, Exec. Director
JACQUES Initiative

Amy Lang, Executive Director
HopeSprings

Vicki Bourckel7 International

Lorraine Ferland7 Education

Amy Lang7 Local Partnership

Ashley Francis7 Volunteers

Amy Lang 7 Development

Matthew Lang7 Operations




H Education Team Update H

Upcoming Volunteer Training
! n# $%&) *$ +’
I " At Grace Fellowship Church, " # $%&#'() * - ) $%,-. '( 01'Z34%3B() , -(78BQABH#(:;<=4;==
0?#@$H#(3A=
| " At Gallery Church'(38=B(CIBESF, Z'#$1D() *(-(6&1. +,-.'( , -(: DEH@IDBE=5(B;=>4,<=(0?#?

(
HD .D0L -(,.( OI$ 1IG618KES6ALD ., 1-(. T0.(5%6991(The Journey at JACQUES Initiative \6& %, 2
5"#$10('%2 5 01'Z, I('vpa $1J. 2(6".( $05$US0D% ($00$15896D OSH, %($9$&10106.(, SBHSEB"%E. (
. (ID (D, %-($&(DD$5. (5K 1IDH&LD(56. $L", 7. 5"K#, (SYRNS'0AID, . D(FD 5UK (T(L$&%. RUK($00$15896" D (
I, 19%6"KE1".J (030825 $%(L$# U, SE6MOLSUSH L ("H0, L5'( %-(#" %.5DL(5K5EUISIDN. 0"1'5 ($956$.00#>
0, L5B-(U-(560RNSID"™+D¥'L (%56Y) DB B(F, B #$1010K" O

V96, L5002 06 WLSHL . . 5285851 ++"5$% 9814, 5'$%

HopeSprings Learning Communities

(
| #Dr'L, 5B KB&OGU'W2'$06" D (L, #D(
$&5B(X, ZD1-(V6& 1LY, (UX.50- (
CDUIR, 1-(YKE RSt . L&.. BG6R " # $%
&'() Yo%+ (% B SU-(@BIR, Z
, % ¢ DAYDL) $$1DIX, 2D1-'(6$8. D%, (
9%$# DI(L$98NU, 100 12 H$YB(01$>
. Y'+BGEeDITLSYD/EOHG& 191 5(
book group. Z DD/ $DHKSS+(L$#>
0, %(, . ( DO Coo2+('%BI, HD&B-, U
DY DAYKGILSBDHE& 9906 '(, 98- (2 YER(
+".L&.. "$98(6D ("% 0" I UK (BSI(
prompted the question, “Was it the
3 coffee, or was this book just that good?”
N [ YO-$ %), KIDD+HGE6,5( O 6$&2(+$66'.(
KR
(

THE BOY

CH.("%) -( 5$¢D2BEDDDILESR I ,2,1 "(.(| DD, +( 6D WHO HARNESSED
F$- (26 $(R.1%D..B-GDZ %t—,(51&(5$E ($9,(38¢ D124 (14 WIND
0,." $%5M6$®01$ YD(BD(2'D.($9(568(%(6".(L$&I6HL- o

(

—~ A~~~

CPIGEY #, 1$%29%8( % O$+L . SIOEDLY'D( | "56(6D38>D, 1:$2(
, &5BIKIES:6550M | 17, #, 1$%2LSHES- 7 6$R, 190 . DHZ "%->
[ TL511"5-M+0"==:3B<=<7 B!




Volunteer Engagement-Moveable Feast

Happy Winter Everyone!

I hope each of you have had a safe and restful few days off during the month of February with
our multiple blizzards. I wanted to share a little bit about Moveable Feast in this month’s Vol-
unteer Column.

Each time I meet Tom Patrick, the Volunteer Manager of Moveable Feast, I learn some-
thing new about the organization and I learn how important it is to our state. The last time I saw
him I was on the Moveable Feast Filed Trip at the end of January that many of you attended.
We sat at a large table and he began to pour out his heart about this organization that asked him
to fill in for a few days while he was between jobs and now, twenty years later, has become a
centerpiece of his life. He explained the volunteer opportunities it has open, for deliverers and
preparers of food.

He could tell that we wouldn’t be content with a mini orientation of Moveable Feast; we
wanted more. He then spoke about the founder, his good friend who became ill and realized
that there was nobody to care for him. When he got better, he started this organization with
friends to make sure that nobody suffering from HIV/AIDS would be without food. Tom reiter-
ated that this is an organization of friends; that he sees people of all religions, races, neighbor-
hoods, socioeconomic status’s getting together for a great cause. People that would not other-
wise know each other are swapping stories and having fun together; becoming friends.

We were encouraged but we still sat there waiting for him to go on. He then talked
about how those that deliver have the best job. You get to make friends with someone or with
several people that may not have any friends. You may be the only person they see that day or
that week. At first they may say hello but within a few weeks they will be telling you their life
stories and inviting you into this chapter of their lives.

Many of the clients live alone and most of those who do not live alone live without their
housemates knowing their status. The deliverers must say “food delivery” instead of mention-
ing Moveable Feast because it is connected with HIV/AIDS and there is still such a stigma that
they could get thrown out and/or abandoned.

He then talked about diet restrictions, the different menus they have for people with spe-
cial dietary requirements, and the nutritionists and dieticians who work with Moveable Feast to
make sure each person gets the food that they need. It was so obvious how proud he is of this
organization. It has moved a thousand times all over the city and now has an industrial kitchen
and huge space. Moveable Feast has stopped moving around for a while but they need volun-
teers so that this can grow and more people can be reached and fed. By the end of the
“orientation” many were encouraged to volunteer with Moveable Feast and I think everyone,
myself included felt hopeful that there are organizations like this that exist so that nobody, no
matter how sick, or what diagnosis they have, will go hungry.

I hope you will check out Moveable Feast at www.mfeast.org or decide to volunteer
with them. To volunteer or if you have an questions about Moveable Feast, please email me,
Ashley Francis, at afrancis@hopesprings.org.
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